Imaging of congenital anomalies of the branchial apparatus.
One of the most challenging topics for radiologists is congenital anomalies arising from abnormal embryogenesis of the branchial apparatus. Defects of the branchial apparatus result in a spectrum of anomalies that includes fistulas, sinuses, cysts, temporal bone anomalies, craniofacial malformations, and systemic disorders. A better understanding of the various radiologic abnormalities is aided by an understanding of their embryonic origins. This article reviews the spectrum of abnormalities that are secondary to anomalous embryogenesis of the branchial arches.